Environmental Literacy Forum – Harris Center for Conservation Education, Hancock
June 15, 2010 - Minutes

Question 1:  This first question is going to ask you to do some forward thinking.  We would like to know what life looks like when you picture an environmentally literate community and citizenry?  Use your imaginations.  Think about the different aspects of the definition of environmental literacy.  What would we see happening?”
Cultivating Stewardship

Overhaul of how schools use their time, small groups use time on community projects

Environmental stewardship is valued

Civic engagement

People get outdoors

Different governing group-knows what valuable resources are

Promote to families to engage and use

Balancing the needs of everyone in educated way

Environment is valued as much as financial criteria versus being an after thought

Dept. of the Future… screen of how decisions will play out in  25, 50, 100 + years

Long term impacts on the environment

Buy local, sustainability is important

Development of a community so you can walk

Recycling is normal especially in the schools and communities

Citizen science-real science-collecting data- laboratories in their back yard

Normalize bike riding-encourage biking as a community form of transformation including the health benefits.

People in the community support local farms

Reuse

Hiking and Biking

Backyard Gardens

Composting

Remediation or restoration of areas of past abuse

Renewalbe energy sources especially those that can be done locally

Carbon footprint is reduced.

Feedback on kilowatt usuage to help reduce demand of kilowatt hours

Zoning that is flexible to accommodate changes that are necessary

Local house improvement resource without spending a lot of money to use less energy in their house.

Question 2

You just imagined an environmentally literate community in the future.  Well, we know that NH businesses, organizations and communities have lots of interesting environmental projects, initiatives and programs in place right now, in the present.  For instance….  What are some other examples of environmental projects and initiatives going on in your workplace or community that you are excited about?  In other words, in the first question, you told us what you’d like to see in an environmentally literate community in the future.  Now , we want you to share what is happening right now.

Peterborough Downtown- Environmental Kiosk that explains solar panels and how they work, storm-water runoff with a recycling bin

Harris Center
Nubanusit community neighborhood

CSA’s

Sunnyfield Organic Farm

Crotched Mountain Rehabilitative Center

Great Brook School- Antrim-Outdoor classroom

Conval Middle School Project  doing a natural resources inventory Otter Brook Farm-promote  a link science and socials studies

Pac Monadnock-Raptor Observatory

Cornucopia-connects gardening with students growing of food

Ashuelot Valley Environmental Observatory

Collaboration of land trust’s working together in the region

Community supported agriculture (Pitcher Mountain)

Farmers Markets

Harrisville-historic renovated mill with childcare, with business

Bird banding project on the Ashuelot River in Keene

Emerson book forest (Sustainable forest in Gilsum

Summer Camps for Kids ( Kroka-Alstead-simple living wilderness skills

Yurts

Outdoor Survival skills ( Little Nature Museum)
Local historical Society museums

Peterborough historical society (student developed exhibits

Town level energy committees- alternative road treatment, energy savings

Keen 2020 Healthy community

Stonewall Farm

Question 3  
You just told us about the great environmental projects and initiatives that are happening right now, and earlier you gave us visions for an environmentally literate community.  In order to get from what’s currently being done to your future vision, what needs to happen?  Who can be involved, what unlikely connections can be made, what can be done?

Outreach/Communication

Willingness to collaborate

Shared resources

Funding

Prioritize action plan

Allowing people to make connections to outdoors-not devaluing anyone’s connection

Power of making connection outdoors needs to be to all ages

Connections between generation.

Multiple communication methods-social media-Use communication systems people are using

Get school board and administrators outside to witness productive projects

Partnership efforts

Placed based education-what’s in your schoolyard

Get school board buy in

Connect to families from school experiences

Value of using community

Work with local pre-service

Evaluate how students learn in the environment

Structure that shows there is an impact

Prove that this is a valuable way to learn

More emphasis on service learning

Analyze and work with real data

Assessment strategy on a statewide basis

Show good models of connecting with school boards/administrators

Leadership retreat space at ee/outdoor centers

Sharing beautiful spaces

Get people out of cinder block walls

Utilize teacher training program on people outside and use it.

