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What does an environmentally literate citizenry look like?
· The citizens have an awareness of place; connections; everything affects everything else 

· Awareness of connections 

· Understanding of where daily actions affect environment; awareness 

· The citizens know the “hidden costs” of choices we make; economics doesn’t capture the ecological costs 

· Changing behaviors happens with love and appreciation; people need to connect emotionally not just at a scientific/factual level 

· Citizens know what they value 

· Wellness 

· Volunteerism (mandated??) 

· Energy awareness is critical 

 
What environmental programs exist now?
· Business—Common Man 

· Business—Stonyfield 

· Community Supported Agriculture; local food movements; heirloom foods 

· All the good work of organizations such as United States Forest Service, Squam Lakes Natural Science Center, The Rey Center, , Audubon, Tin Mountain etc—the nonprofits and agencies that already exist to carry out environmental education 

· Buildings as educators—LEED at USFS, PSU, Second Nature Academy 

It was noted that more recognition of the existing programs and projects is needed.
 
What needs to happen to get from current initiatives to environmentally literate citizenry of future?
· Step back and look at what is already happening; needs assessment 

· Communications 

· Nhee resource book 

· Central clearing house 

· More intense/long range relationships with centers and schools and then showcase the happenings 

· Measure results and data 

· Connect to tourists/visitors/seasonals—they impact NH too; connect via Granite State Ambassadors?? 

· Make use of existing groups (scouts, camps etc) 

· Stewardship 

· Make it fun and celebrate the good things (Earth Day events) 

· Work with media note: Concord Monitor Guide to Sustainable Living 

· Involve everyone: parents, child care providers, home schoolers, retirees 

 
Other items mentioned:
· As the elp is presented to schools and teachers be sure they know it is a tool that can help them address framework(s) not another thing loaded on them. 

· Cross connections are essential as this work can not be done without Social Studies; Physical Education also very important 

· Thinking about integration of subject areas across 9-12 is critically important instead of such separate subjects. 

· Include Professional Development 

· Include authentic career explorations for students 

· Be mindful of the changing demographics of NH 

