Environmental Literacy Forum- NH Fish and Game, Lancaster

June 16, 2010 - Minutes
This session became more of a conversation because of the limited number of people.

General comments

Need to get kids outside.

A barrier is that parents are scared about kids going out.

Technology and science is working against us.

Need to change messages coming out of media

Teacher no longer have the authority and respect

Actions that can be taken to achieve environmental literacy

Educate pre-service at UNH, KSC, PSU-prepare teachers before they get their own classroom

Teacher education has to emphasize that hands on experiences are what children want.  They want to use their hands to look at feel and touch.  

We need to put emphasis on the schools because the students then take the message home

Need to get the experience otherwise they might not get it.  Sometimes even if just one kid gets it, it is enough.

Emphasize that you can do a lot of different things when you are out in the woods.  Show them how to integrate their experience.

In the North Country it is about survival.  In smaller schools like Stark/Strafford, they even question whether or not they will be closing the local school.

Need to ensure affordable access-transportation cost is real. Schools can’t afford the fees for programs. 

Need to make relationship with the teachers not just to the district or building level

Current Programs in the North Country

There are several schools that are shining stars like Milan, Whitefield, Colebrook

Some towns don’t even have a conservation commission and in many towns they don’t meet

Appalachian Mountain Club Program

The Rocks Estate

Wonders of Wildlife

Weeks State Park Summer Program

Bretzfelder Park (Bethlehem)  Summer Program

Lancaster Library Program

Littleton Summer Reading Program at the Library

