Environmental Literacy Forum – Amoskeag Fishways, Manchester

June 24, 2010 – Minutes

Question 1  This first question is going to ask you to do some forward thinking.  We would like to know what life looks like when you picture an environmentally literate community and citizenry?  Use your imaginations.  Think about the different aspects of the definition of environmental literacy.  What would we see happening?”

Overall awareness of how actions affect the environment

A basic understanding of the world-how to think critically

Little things so matter in a community like recycling, composting, community green spaces, bicycle paths, pick up trash

Understand there are system and humans are part of them

Having people involved because they want to be

Whole family is involved, children/parents

Community involved as an extension of family

Community level master plans that are environmental sound and make sense regionally

Businesses are environmentally aware and are contributing to be environmentally sound businesses as part of the community

Dialogue at all levels that is not politically focused

Personal responsibility towards the environment

+Where do things come from and where do they go  ( buying, using, disposing)

Engaged on local state and national level, communicating with representatives, 

Knowledgeable about and weighing in on issues

Active in conservation  community

Environmental justice


Renewable energy, part of the curricula-how does it work

Creating a culture of enforcement

Communication –able to understand and willing to communicate with peop0le who are not aware-sharing

A community of students who appreciate and want to be out in nature. Culture where it is easy for people to be involved.  Transparency on what is going on in the community

Everyone has a sense the environmental is everyone’s-children/people as stewards

Community designed for people to outside, liveable/walkable community

Have to be able to look at issues beyond the face values and the black and white-there is nn assessment of risk-being able to think

Environmental concepts extend to all subject matter

Education is school-know where your food comes from

Action is required even I the face of uncertainty

Environmentally responsible pet owners

The environment is not  “other”

Good science with an understanding of the Nature of Science

Sense of empowerment ie creating new jobs.

Question 2

You just imagined an environmentally literate community in the future.  Well, we know that NH businesses, organizations and communities have lots of interesting environmental projects, initiatives and programs in place right now, in the present.  For instance….  What are some other examples of environmental projects and initiatives going on in your workplace or community that you are excited about?  In other words, in the first question, you told us what you’d like to see in an environmentally literate community in the future.  Now , we want you to share what is happening right now.

 Watershed Assessment program- federal match

Money does not necessarily dictate the outcome

UNH Cooperative Extension-Wildlife and Forestry

NH School of Falconry

NH State Foresters

NH Fish and Game

Lakes lay monitoring

Project Learning Tree

Natural Leaders Program

World Water Day

Current Use  Fees/Revenue

Nubanusit Neighborhood

Boulder CO Bike paths

Harris Center

Amoskeag Fishways

Other EE Organizations

NHEET

4-H, FFA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts

Community gardens with kids

GLOBE

Movement for 25% open space

Leadership Concord

Garden Clubs and local organization that support rain barrels and compost

NH Coast

Conservation Commissions

Transformed schoolyards like Peter Woodbury as part of education

Environthon

HS Environmental Club

Little Nature Museum

Community initiatives to transform community design ie Keene 2020,  Better Together   Laconia

Green Team

Carbon Soouti9n NE 

NH  Children in Nature Coalition.

Question 3  

You just told us about the great environmental projects and initiatives that are happening right now, and earlier you gave us visions for an environmentally literate community.  In order to get from what’s currently being done to your future vision, what needs to happen?  Who can be involved, what unlikely connections can be made, what can be done?

Break down political camps

Open the dialogue

On a regular basis K-12 are allowed to open dialogue and to critically think and discuss

Professional development to help teachers learn how to allow kids to think critically

A way to share existing programs a teacher’s one stop shop

Finding a way to engage others in forums- where to go, use vocabulary that other may access- figure how to say this in more creative ways.

Participate and get people to participate in other venues to provide input.  Like Market days- go where others who might not be attracted to the name but are going there anyway

Better/further engage people at the university level that are trusted like University scientists

Teachers need to have incentives and praise-part of their career path-civics/social abilities as part of what is measured

Social capital

Interdisciplinary teaching in the environment as a context    

Mandatory part of curriculum

Professional development for school administrators about why interdisciplinary lessons about the local environment are good. eg Place-based education

Integration of science/environmental in curriculums

Professional Develop on inquiry  (show elementary teachers how to teach in an inquiry and interdisciplinary manner)

Teachers know ho to think

Changes in teacher certification for elementary teachers.

How can we change the parenting culture to help foster the behavior at home

Use technology to get the word out.

