Environmental Literacy Plan Forum - Seacoast Science Center, Rye
June 22, 2010 - Minutes

Environmental Literate Community/Individual
Awareness of environmental systems
Actively participating in reducing waste
Supporting local businesses
	Purchase food from local farms and local business owners
Support sustainability efforts
	Walkable community
Public transit/car pool
Promote energy efficiency
Housing 
Social justice
Innovation
	Resourceful
Having difficult conversations openly
Mindfulness/ transparency
Access to forums/gatherings for conversation
Housing

Examples:
UNH Office of Sustainability
	Env Ed Masters
Campus-wide planning
	Engaging Students
	Public transport
	Housing
Forums
	Energy/Waste/UDoo
Research on alternative energy
Community Assistance/Outreach
		Cooperative Extension
Portsmouth Sustainability Efforts
	Zero Waste
	No idle
Composting with restaurants
Green Alliance
Farmers Markets/organic foods
Antioch New England
	Water quality/Rain gardens
	Qualified graduates

NHEE
Kearsarge School District
Professional development staff person commented on how NHEE and their organizations have provided all the support needed to address EE in schools. Need the same for rest of STEM.
Conservation of Lands
	Thinking beyond when all identified land is conserved
Local officials
	Conservation regulations
Schools
Garden projects connect students to place
Students more conscious and engaging parents and adults
EE in schools had increased and improved over the years
	Parents/grandparents/adults are teaching kids
Strategic Partnerships
	Clean Air Cool Planet intern at Seacoast Science Center
Melding and combining of non-profit organizations
	More efficient
Technology
	Double edged: provides opportunity but also keeps kids inside

How do we get there?
Senator Shaheen gets on board with No Child Left Inside
Access to initiatives
Communicate vision and build excitement
	State as a whole campaigne and vision
Replicate models
Good promotion and positive image 
Public and Private schools
	Green Schools initiative
	Consistency with K-12
Careers- people are entering green careers
Coordination within education and communities
Collaboration
Sustained funding and resources for green efforts
Identify obstacles to getting env ed in the classroom: EEE, Lyme Disease, etc
Parent community role: tools for parents to engage learning
Help kids know what risks are and know how to mitigate those risks
Point out idiosyncarcies
Showcase success stories
	Public forum in the media
	Mitigate “Keeping up with the Jones’s”
Michael Young- Cooperative Extension
Change media perceptions
What level are we working toward?
	Allow failure/ losses
What role does each of us play?
Have it something teachers/students have to do
Preparing/educating teachers and others that influence
Recognize this is a slow diligent process
Find out why people do not engage
Env ed is seen as an extra
	Combine with required work
	Integrate with all other subject/topic  areas
Need to do a better job of dissemination so curriculum gets implemented
Citizen science opportunities
	Relevant to school work
Use EE research of impacts with students learning to help teachers with classroom issues
Get the word out 
	Thought provoking problems and issues
Hook to see the cause: Americans don’t respond well to non-crisis events
Some environmental movements and efforts have created cynicism about issues
Keep separate from political issues?
	Consequences from both
Need to figure out how to have those difficult discussions

