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New England Environmental Education Alliance 2009 Awards 
 
On September 27, 2009 environmental educators from throughout New England gathered in Ivoryton, CT for the 
43rd annual conference of the New England Environmental Education Alliance (NEEEA), An Arena of Issues and 
Solutions in a Changing World.  Special recognition was awarded to one outstanding non-formal educator and one 
outstanding program during NEEEA’s annual awards ceremony. 
 

The NEEEA 2009 Non-Formal Educator Award was presented to 
Susan Cox, Conservation Education Coordinator for the USDA 
Forest Service in Durham, NH.  Through her position with the US 
Forest Service, Susan supplies “advice, direction and team support on 
environmental education on a daily basis” to the 20 states that make 
up the Forest Service’s ninth region.  Susan’s “involvement with 
teacher trainings, revision of state learning standards, and 
development of materials to help educate the public about emerging 
and important topics makes her a vital component to all aspects of 
education.”   
 
In addition to her job with the Forest Service, Susan has worked to 
promote Environmental Education in her state as an active member of 
New Hampshire Environmental Educators (NHEE) organization; 
serving on the board of directors and as president of NHEE.  “While 
in her tenure as president she worked to build the association’s 
capacity through conferences, trainings, and web-based  
communication.”  Additionally, Susan “helped significantly in 
strengthening the collaboration between state EE associations and the 
NH Department of Education” (NH DOE) by working closely with 
the state DOE Science Consultant and working with the NH Science 

Leaders to develop ways to “make classroom teachers more aware of non-formal educators and their expertise”.  
Susan has also worked with the NH DOE on “May is Outdoor Science Learning Month in NH” to encourage more 
schools and families to go outside and enjoy nature, as well as participates in the NH Children in Nature Coalition.     
Project Learning Tree (PLT) is another program in which Susan works with closely, serving on a national advisory 
committee to the American Forest Foundation Center for Environmental Learning, working on projects such as how 
to reach adult learners and the revision of curriculum, as well as providing resources for the NH PLT office through 
coordinating professional development programs for teachers and facilitating PLT curriculum workshops.   
 
Susan’s dedication to the field of Environmental Education is evident through her work to integrate EE with formal 
education systems, providing training to other EE professionals as well as classroom teachers, her personal 
involvement in the state and regional EE community, as well as her work to promote EE at the state, regional and 
even national level, make Susan an outstanding environmental educator and deserving recipient of the 2009 NEEEA 
Non-Formal Educator Award.   
 
The New England Environmental Education Alliance is honored to recognize outstanding educators and programs 
for their critical role in teaching environmental stewardship to children, teachers and communities in our region.  To 
learn more about NEEEA, past honorees and the six New England state organizations, please visit our website:  
www.neeea.org. 
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Audrey Eisenhauer (left), NHEE Co-President 
presents Susan Cox (right) her award. 


